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you could say I am still working to buy gas for 
the car.’’ 

‘‘She lives to teach. She loves to teach,’’ 
says Ms. Dody’s daughter Donna Waters, who 
is a principal in the same McDonald County 
School District. Ms. Dody’s teaching career 
began in 1946 at the one room school at 
Henneman in Barry County. She taught in 
Wheaton, North Kansas City, Fairview and 
Granby before landing at Rocky Comfort in 
1966. 

After 58 years of teaching, Ms. Dody is not 
only a role model to her students and their 
parents, but to other teachers. She spends her 
summers in workshops and seminars to im-
prove her skills and better deliver information 
to those young minds she nourishes each day. 
In addition, Ms. Dody also works on her 275- 
acre cattle farm near Stark City. While she 
confesses to no longer brush hogging, her 
daughter says she still mends fences and 
works cattle. 

Rocky Comfort Principal Shandra Stephens 
calls Ms. Dody ‘‘A neat lady. She is a person 
I can go to, because she is such a good 
sounding board. She has credibility and 
lastability.’’ 

Perhaps the greatest compliment to Ms. 
Dody’s skills as a teacher are from parents 
and grandparents who want Ms. Dody to 
teach their children. Her career now spans 
three generations. Among the countless num-
bers of students who have passed through her 
classroom in Rocky Comfort are her two 
grandsons, her son-in-law, and two current 
members of the McDonald County School 
Board. 

There had been rumors that Ms. Dody 
would quit teaching last year, but voters in 
McDonald County approved the construction 
of a new elementary school in nearby Long-
view that will replace the Rocky Comfort Ele-
mentary School. That was too much for Ms. 
Dody to pass up. She returned to the class-
room this year and will move into her new 
classroom when the Longview Elementary 
opens in January. Now, she is telling her col-
leagues she will try to stay in the classroom 
for two more years to reach her 60th year of 
teaching. 

Ms. Dody’s spirit, dedication and love of 
teaching shows up every day in the class-
room. She shares the joy of teaching with the 
children, fellow teachers and parents in her 
community. 

America owes much to Ms. Dody and teach-
ers like her who have given a lifetime to edu-
cating our elementary school students in 
American values. 
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CONGRATULATING ESPN ON ITS 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 7, 2004 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate ESPN on its 25th 
anniversary. At 7 p.m. on September 7, 1979, 
the Entertainment and Sports Programming 
Network began broadcasting SportsCenter 
from Bristol, CT in my district. Bill Rasmussen 
had the crazy idea that a 24-hour sports cable 
network might be a success. It started with a 
single building with no running water and a 

control truck on cinderblocks showing such 
odd sports as Australian rules football and 
darts. Twenty-five years later, he has proven 
to be right. That single building has grown into 
nine control rooms, 31 edit suites, more than 
2,000 television monitors, and a library of over 
a million tapes. 

ESPN is now one of the most widely known 
brand names in the world and more than 90 
million people are exposed to ESPN each 
week. It has expanded its networks to include 
ESPN2, ESPN Classic, ESPNEWS, ESPN 
Deportes, ESPN Today, and ESPN Radio. 
ESPN.com receives over 2.3 million page 
views during peak hours with its instant score 
updates. Meanwhile, workers stuck in their cu-
bicles from 9 to 5 can find a diversion for a 
few minutes reading Page 2, Page 3, and the 
Sports Guy’s insight on what it means to be a 
Red Sox fan. ESPN the Magazine has 
reached a circulation of 1.7 million in just five 
years and won the National Magazine Award 
for General Excellence in 2003. ESPN Zone 
restaurants in eight cities serve as the ideal 
place to grab a bite and watch the game. 

ESPN’s signature program, SportsCenter, 
has developed a cult following and many view-
ers will admit to watching multiple episodes of 
the same sports report back-to-back-to-back. It 
has touched all corners of the globe with lo-
cally produced episodes in Canada and Brazil, 
a Spanish version for the rest of Latin Amer-
ica, China, India, and Taiwan. SportsCenter 
has not only helped create sports superstars, 
its personalities have become stars in their 
own right. Chris Berman, Keith Olbermann, 
Bob Ley, Greg Gumbel, Dan Patrick, Stuart 
Scott, and Craig Kilborn have become celeb-
rities and their vernacular has become the lan-
guage of the sports fan. 

Not to be forgotten is the major role ESPN 
has played in the expansion of women’s 
sports. Who would have thought in 1979 that 
the NCAA women’s lacrosse national cham-
pionship game would be shown in front of a 
national television audience? Or that the high-
est rated basketball telecast ever on ESPN 
would be the 2004 NCAA women’s basketball 
championship, won by the University of Con-
necticut. That includes more than 6,000 men’s 
and women’s basketball games. Where else 
can young girls aspiring to become the next 
Mia Hamm watch their heroes? 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in congratulating Bill Rasmussen for his 
crazy idea and thanking ESPN President 
George Bodenheimer and all the folks at Bris-
tol U. for their passion and dedication to bring-
ing the wonderful world of sports into living 
rooms 24 hours a day, seven days a week. I 
am proud to say that ESPN is in the First 
Congressional District and I wish you 25 more 
years of success. 
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RIBS TO OUR TROOPS IN IRAQ— 
COURTESY OF THE HOLTVILLE 
ATHLETIC CLUB 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 7, 2004 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, I 
rise today to recognize the Holtville Athletic 
Club and the entire Holtville community for 
cooking 1,000 pounds of ribs and sending 

them to our troops in Iraq, in the ‘‘Ribs to Iraq 
Project.’’ I also want to give special thanks to 
the Naval Air Facility in El Centro for assisting 
in the coordination and transportation of the 
smoked BBQ pork ribs. 

The Holtville Athletic Club is a small, non- 
profit organization that is known in Imperial 
Valley for its Rib Cook-off Extravaganza that is 
enjoyed by visitors from all over the world 
each winter. The ‘‘Ribs to Iraq Project’’ started 
from a desire to thank our troops in Iraq for 
their commitment to our country. The project 
took about a year to implement. Twenty bar-
becues were built with the assistance of the 
Navy base. The ribs were completely pre- 
cooked, sauced and frozen by club members. 
Holtville citizens wrote letters to the soldiers 
that were included in the care package. The 
project ended up bringing an entire and grate-
ful community together to participate in this 
project. 

The BBQ-Ribs were packaged and frozen 
for transportation via the USS Denver, USS 
Howard, and the USS Mobile Bay to the Mid-
dle East arriving in July of this year. The Ath-
letic Club attached its own special message to 
each case of ribs: ‘‘These specific ribs were 
prepared on barbecues built by the club with 
volunteer assistance of Navy specialists, who 
we welcome and embrace as a very special 
part of our community and heart. Please enjoy 
the enclosed ribs wherever they may find 
you.’’ 

I’ve seen my constituents show their appre-
ciation to our troops in many ways. And this 
is just one example of a great community 
project that brings the residents together to 
accomplish an extraordinary goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Holtville Athletic 
Club for bringing the community of Holtville to-
gether in the ‘‘Ribs to Iraq Project.’’ I am sure 
the troops in Iraq were thankful for a little taste 
of homemade loving barbecue. 
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HONORING THE ST. MARY SCHOOL 
PAROCHIAL INVITATIONAL BAS-
KETBALL TOURNAMENT ON 
THEIR 30TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 8, 2004 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to join the commu-
nity in celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the 
St. Mary Parochial Invitational Basketball 
Tournament. This is a remarkable milestone 
and I am proud to extend my sincerest con-
gratulations to all of those involved in making 
this annual event such a great success. 

What first began as a two-day event with 
eight competing teams has grown into the 
longest running and largest parochial school 
basketball tournament in Connecticut. In this, 
its thirtieth year, sixty teams from across the 
state will participate in a two-week long tour-
nament that will also include a cheerleading 
exhibition. Over seven hundred boys and girls 
in grades three through eight will participate— 
making this year’s tournament a real landmark 
event. 

Each of the teams which will compete in the 
St. Mary Invitational have already accom-
plished so much. Through their hard work and 
efforts they have already learned one of life’s 
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